10 Steps to Make Your New Home
Your Favorite Place to Be
It is rare that people find a new home where no changes need to
be made to make it their own and serve all of their life style
needs. For your new home, if you hit the ground running with
design projects in mind, or live in the home a little while to gain
some perspective, the following steps will help you get organized
so you can truly make your home your favorite place to be. So
let’s  start  fresh  with  the  proper preparation for your first project.
1.  Do ’t  wait  for  Ja uary  1st  to   ake  your  list  of  desired design projects. Survey your situation now so that you can have a
running start in January. Maybe you need a bathroom remodel because your house was built when everything including the
toilet and tub was pink, or you desire to work from home but you still need a proper home office.
2. Figure out a project budget for the year. You may not know how much things cost at the moment, but you can figure out
how much you can invest in some type of project without overextending yourself. Put that money aside in a separate account.
3. Prioritize your projects. One way to prioritize your projects is to write down all of the benefits of getting each design project
completed and then compare. What project will have the greatest positive impact on your life? What needs to be done sooner
rather  tha   later   e ause  of  so ethi g  that  does   ot  work  or  is  i    eed  of  repair  a d  you   a ’t  fu tio   the  way  you  wa t  to  
without it?
4. Write down the scope of the project. After you have chosen which project is your #1 priority, figure out what you need to
complete the project. If you chose the home office, you will need a desk, a desk chair, file storage, appropriate lighting and so
on. Will you need an electrician, a painter, or even an interior designer? Are you willing and able to pay for everything to be
done for you? Or are you willing and need to do some of the work yourself to help stay in the budget?
5. Write down everyone you would need to contact. If you are not going to do everything yourself, keep a list of people you
would need to interview to get the work done.
6. Research what you like and what they cost. This will be eye opening. Your taste and desire for a certain quality level versus
your budget. This information will show you where you may need to compromise. Choose a higher end desk that will last many
years because it is a higher quality product, and choose a chair side table for under $100 that will serve its purpose.
7. Put it on the calendar. Write down when you would like or need to have the design project completed and count back 3 – 6
months. Depending on the project you chose, the size of it and the scope involved, give yourself a realistic and forgiving time
frame. If there is major construction, definitely give yourself 6 months to a year.
8. Contact your people and schedule appointments. During your interviews, be honest about your needs, expectations and
budget constraints. Ask for proof of insurance and referrals. Also share your calendar to make sure they will be available when
you need them to be. Doing this before you have to start, will give everyone flexibility, rather than asking if someone can start
as soon as next week.
9. Prepare your home. Get ready for any inconveniences the project may cause. Find alternative ways or areas to do what you
need to do. Get things out of the way. And take deep breaths.
10. Celebrate! Take the time and give yourself a pat on the back for accomplishing what you set out to do. You are that much
closer to making your home your favorite place to be.
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